


History ' '

Though there is no recorded history of the development of the gardens at Kells,
‘béaloideas’ (local folklore) and other anecdotal and documentary evidence enable
us to outline the pertinent facts. The house is the site of a hunting lodge owned by
the Blennerhassetts of Tralee a renowned merchant family. It is reasonable to spec-
ulate that the Southern Hemisphere exotics that are the unique feature of the
~gardens were carried as ballast on ships of the 19th century returning from Van
Diemen’s Land. The corollary of this assumption is that the outward cargo was
made up members of the local populace convicted at the lo
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; ‘Tmeval Forest the undoubted centrepiece of Kells Bay Gardens is a collec-
 tion of tree ferns, which have adapted to and colonised their new home so com-

~ pletely that Antipodean visitors feel at home there. Sensitivity to the circumstance
~of evolution that created this area remains the keystone of any development within
the gardens. ‘







Contact us:
Kells Bay Gardens, Cahercivee ng O
Tel: 087 777 6666
web: www.kellsgardens.ie
email: info@kellsgardens.ie

How to find us:
Travelling from Killarney on thevN70

After 2km take the right han
further on the r:ght hanﬁ Sﬁe




