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BLENNERHASSETT family of SKAHANAGH, CLAHANE and CAHERLEEN near Tralee, Co. KERRY

Blennerhassett Family Tree, revised January 2010, © Bill Jehan 1968-2010 To scroll pages
Thanks to all who have contributed to these pages - please send additions & corrections to email: bjehan@BlennerhassettFamilyTree.com continuously, first
click icon (above) | ._'.;1

It is suspected (no proof) that this family descends from: Blennerhassett of ASH HILL, GORTATLEA & BLACKBRIAR, Co.Kerry looking like this:

<???> Blennerhassett >>>>! >[>> John Blennerhassett >>>>> >|>> Thomas Blennerhassett (alias Hassett); bapt.22.2.1829 Tralee; d. young

/ (alias Hassett)
m. <?77> b.est.c1800 Tralee
/
of Skahanagh & Clahane,
Tralee, Co.Kerry; Farmer
/
/
/
Tenant farmer with lands at Skahanagh (Skehanig)
townland (Ratass parish) & Clahane townland
(Annagh parish); these are adjoining townlands
near village of Farmer's Bridge (in Ballyseedy parish)
a few miles south of Tralee, Co.Kerry
/
Skahanagh also adjoins the townland Caherleheen
(Ratass parish), the placenames Skahanagh &
Caherleheen both used as an address for the family
/
[GV Kerry 1852] has John Hassett with a house,
offices (out-buildings) & 11acres of land at Clahane;
also more offices & 18 acres of land at Clahane;
also offices & 36 acres of land at Skahanagh
(this last as a tenant of John Hurley of Fenit)
/
John was still living at the time of the marriage of his
daughter Mary Blennerhassett in 1870 (S 15);
d. bef.1899 (his death record has not been found in
Australia, N.Zealand or Ireland) /
/
THE LEAD COFFIN
He is believed identical with a “John Blennerhassett”
who by family tradition was the first of the Skahanagh
Blennerhassett family to be buried in the family plot at
Ballyseedy old graveyard; it is said that he went to
“the Colonies", that "...the said John emigrated to
somewhere in the very early times, and when he died
his remains were brought home to Tralee in a sealed
lead coffin, accompanied by medals and some money..."
/
Upon the arrival of the coffin at Tralee, this John's son
Joseph Blennerhassett (b.c1836/7 d.28.4.1903) purchased
the plot in Ballyseedy old graveyard, it being used first
for the burial of the lead coffin, next for Joseph's wife
Ellen Blennerhassett (d.5.7.1899);
The lead coffin was "..unearthed in bits.." when Katie
(Shanahan) Blennerhassett was buried there in 1951
/
The medals are said to have been kept in the family
house at Skahanagh, the money being given as dowry
at the marriage of Joseph's daughter Hannah BH (S 6)
to John Shanahan, farmer at Spa, Tralee c1902/4;
Where are the medals now? /
/
m.19.2.1828 St.John (RC)
Tralee, Co.Kerry; Farmer
Mary Moriarty
(O'Moriarty on their
church marriage record)
(not Mary Jane Moriarty)
/
of Tralee, Co.Kerry 1828; of the Moriarty family of Dingle
Co.Kerry, who were linen (not lace) manufacturers;
living 1870
/

[>: Mary Blennerhassett (alias Hassett); bapt.29.1.1831 Tralee; d. young

|>: Thomas Blennerhassett >>> >[>> Fanny Hassett b.c1857; Servant; of Clahane [OCM vol.5, p.5]
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(alias Hassett); Farmer; /
b.18.2.1832(?); bapt.22.2.1832  m.20.1.1877 Tralee; Timothy Connor b.c1847; Labourer; of Clahane (son of Batholomew Connor)
St.John (RC) Tralee; NOTE: There is also a C.of I. Fanny Blennerhassett, b.1846 dau. of Thomas & Catherine (p.G 54)

of Clahane (1857); and later
(following her 2nd m. of 1871)
of Blennerville, Co.Kerry
NOTE: Perhaps(?) identical with Thomas Blennerhassett (IRE 2) of Ballyard (a small townland adjoining Clahane)
who had daughters Nora (Honora) Hassett b.c1849; Mary Hassett b.c1860; Margaret Blennerhassett b.c1860
/

m.1st bef.1857 to <??77>
/
m.2nd 15.1.1871
St.John's (RC) Tralee;
Catherine “Kate" Shea >>>: >[>> Mary Ellen Blennerhassett >>>>>>: >|>>

b.c1839; housekeeper; b.16.2.1872 Blennerville; |
of Blennerville d.2.9.1951 Victoria, Australia [>>
/ I

Stephen Blennerhassett Herbert George Millar |
(alias Hassett); |
bapt.12.6.1833 >: Jane Blennerhassett |
St.John (RC) Tralee b.19.3.1874 Tralee (RC) l>i
|
Arthur Blennerhassett (alias Hassett); b.c1836 Tralee; >>
bapt.12.2.1836 Tralee (St.John RC); Miner;

emig. to New Zealand c1856/7 aged c23 years, with brother John;
Both went on to West Wyalong, NSW, Australia c1879/80;
d.13.1.1896 at West Wyalong, NSW, Australia; of heat exhaustion;
bur. at Wyalong Cemetery (RC); not known if he married

|
|
|
| m.1900 Victoria; [>>
|
|
|

Joseph Blennerhassett >>>> >[>> Mary Ann Blennerhassett >>>>>>> >|>>
b.c1836/7 Tralee, Kerry; | "Marianne" "Marian" "Miriam" |
Farmer RC; of Skahanagh | (alias Blenner Hassett)
/ | b.11.12.1861 Skahanagh;
Inherited tenancy of the | bapt.13.12.1861 St.John's, Tralee
home farm at Skahanagh | (RC), sponsor Daniel BH
(Skehanig) & Clahane, | /
two adjoining townlands | emig. to New Zealand bef.1885
S. of Tralee; Skahanagh | with a sister, Ellie Blennerhassett;
also adjoins townland of | In 1885 she was a Housekeeper
Caherleheen & these two | at Taradale, Meanee Co., Hawkes'
placenames are used | Bay, N.Zealand; a servant in 1892
interchangably as address | /
for the family home | In 1885 her brother John BH and
/ | another sister Nora BH also emig.
He was tenant farmer on | from Co.Kerry to New Zealand;
on three tracts of land | Her sis. Ellie moved from NZ to
(11 & 18ac. at Clahane; | NSW, Australia before 1888
36 acres at Skahanagh) | /
until he purchased them | With her first husband Ted
from his landlords | she managed a hotel at Awtoto
through the "Irish Land | (at South end of North Island);
Commission™ under the | They separated, he left, so she
Lord Ashbourne Land | moved with her children to
Acts of 1885-88 | Australia c1896-1902,
/ | to Clear Hills, Sydney, NSW
For his Skahanagh lands | /
obtained from landlord | Marianne later moved from NSW
Arthur Blennerhassett | to Sealer's Cove, Wilson's
of Ballyseedy (p.B 7) | Promontory, Victoria, where she
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/
NOTE: SKAHANAGH lands: /
John Hurley of Fenit who leased 36acres of land at
Skahanagh to John Blennerhassett, also leased other
land at Skahanagh to John Cronin (20 acres),
Daniel Enright & Michael Long (20 acres),
Owen Lowney (18 acres) & Edward Mahony (10 acres)
/
John Hurley himself leased 8 acres of land and 107 acres
of mountain at Skahanagh from Charles John Allanson
Winn Blennerhassett of Ballyseedy (b.c1830; p.B 7);
it appears that other Skahanagh lands were also leased
by John Hurly from Charles J.A.W. Blennerhassett then
sub-let to tenant farmers /
/
John Blennerhassett's son Joseph BH (b.c1837), as tenant
in 1889-98, purchased his land at Clahane & at Skahanagh
from the landlord, as tenants were encouraged to do by
government under Lord Ashbourne's “Irish Land Acts"
of 1885-88, which set up an "Irish Land Commission” to
administer such land transfers;
Joseph Blennerhassett purchased his Skahanagh lands
from Arthur Blennerhassett of Ballyseedy Castle estate
(son of Charles John Allanson W. Blennerhassett; p.B 7)
/
NOTE: CLAHANE lands: /
It is uncertain from which landlord the Clahane land was
purchased, may also have been Arthur Blennerhassett
of Ballyseedy Castle, but in 1838 another landlord,
Arthur Blennerhassett, of Blennerville House,
Blennerville (b.27.10.1776 d.31.5.1839, p.F ?) purchased
property at Clahane from Rowland Eagar;
“Burkes Peerage" has this Arthur Blennerhassett with
daughters & no sons; but [FOSTER 1881] shows Arthur
Blennerhassett with a son Rowland Blennerhassett who
died without issue;
Close to Clahane is Cloghane House at Annagh, with its
entrance off a side road leading east from Ballyard Hill
[""Houses of Kerry" by Valerie Bary 1994, pp 77-78];
This should not be confused with the other Cloghane
townland in Co.Kerry, on the Dingle peninsular

The Skahanagh land has been sold as building plots,
many are already built on; the old house, with beautiful
camelia trees forming a short avenue to the entrance,
was offered for sale in 2008 as a building plot, the house
to be demolished having been empty and in ruins for

20 years or more

he paid instalments of
£4.6s.5d per half year
from 1889 to 1898

/
By 1931 the family
paid rates on 3 tracts of
agricultural land, but
now two in Skahanagh
(rateable value £10 &
£9:15s) one in Clahane
(rateable value £6:5s)

/
Joseph Blennerhassett
d.28.4.1903 Skahanagh
“...Pneumonia, 10 days,
no medical attention...";
dau. Julia was present;
bur. Ballyseedy
old graveyard (RC);
(headstone inscription
has d.July1904, in error)

/
m.7.2.1861
Ardfert (RC), Co.Kerry;
Ellen Scanlon (witness
to m. Patrick Scanlon)

/
b.16.9.1838 Aramore,
Abbeydorney parish,
Co.Kerry;
of Lerig, Co.Kerry 1861;
sometimes spelt Scanlan
in error in her children's
baptism records

/
d.5.7.1899
bur.Ballyseedy old
graveyard (RC)

/
Sheila Bryant (S 12)
remembered that Ellen
came from North Kerry,
in the area bounded by
Listowel, Abbeydorney,
Ardfert & Ballyheigue;
perhaps from Ardrahan,
near Kilmoiley (in the
centre of this area) or
from Lisselton, a little to
the north of this area

kept a rooming house, letting
rooms to workers in the sealing
industry, which was booming
at that time; d.28.5.1924

/
m.1st 1891 New Zealand;
Ernest Edward "Ted" Aulsebrook
of Melbourne, Australia;
Professor of English at
Stillenbosch University,
South Africa;
d.<???> South Africa
(not d.25.10.1885)

/
m.2nd 19.7.1902
St.James' Church (Anglican),
Bairnsdale, Victoria, Australia;
Alfred "Alf* Marshall
of Bairnsdale (no issue)

/
Marianne & Alf moved from
Sealer's Cove; first to Lakes
Entrance, then to Lilydale,
then to Auburn, all in Victoria
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MOONLIGHTING

>

>

>

Mary Blennerhassett
bapt.18.12.1838
Tralee; d. young

John Blennerhassett
bapt.17.11.1839
Tralee, Co.Kerry;
d. young

Daniel Blennerhassett
(alias Hassett)
bapt.6.9.1841 Tralee
of Clahane; farmer;
Sponsor at Baptism of
nephew Arthur
Blennerhassett,
Tralee 1876

/
m.13.2.1872
at Castleisland (RC);
Mary Lynch b.c1851
of Gurtgloss

“Moonlighting" was the name given in late 19th century Ireland to nightime acts of
agrarian disorder & violence, in the tradition of "Whiteboys" of the previous century;
This agrarian disorder was the work of groups of National League “police" called

“moonlighters";

Moonlighters were clandestine, sometimes masked, groups that supported & attempted
to enforce the land reform aims of the “Land League" & "National League", often using
violence to do so; They encouraged tenant farmers not to pay their rent and tried to
ensure no tenant would take on property from which another tenant had been evicted;
If a tenant families was evicted, they and their furniture were put out of the house & the
doors/windows often boarded up; At night 'Moonlighters' would sometimes take away

the boards and put the furniture back in

>: John Blennerhassett >>>>>>>>>>> >[>>
(alias Blenner Hassett) |
b.4.2.1863 Skahanagh, Tralee; |
bapt.9.2.1863 St.John Tralee (RC) |
Sponsors: James Scanlon |
& Mary Hassett; |
labourer in Kerry 1884 |

/ |

perhaps(?) identical with one of: |
1. "unknown" blennerhassett |
d.27.6.1943; bur. at Manaia Old |
Lawn Cem. (block V, plot 22, |

new plot ID 815), Manaia,

Taranaik, North Island, NZ

or
2. John Hassett b.c1863
d.1927 New Zealand
/

"THE MOONLIGHTER"

It is said that, having been warned

that the authorities were looking

for him as a result of his activities

as "Moonlighter” in Co.Kerry

the young John Blennerhassett

decided to leave Ireland;

In 1884 his uncle John BH (b.c1842

of Barmedman NSW, Australia (S 14),

nominated him (age 21, not 19) &

his sister Honora “Nora" BH

(age 19, not 17; b.20.12.1866 - S 5)
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It is claimed that the first group of moonlighters was formed in 1879 at Castleisland in
Co.Kerry, a centre of serious and prolonged disorder; The first outrage in the area is
said to have occurred on 10.9.1879 when a band of armed men reinstated in her holding
an evicted widow named Leary; It was necessary to institute nightly patrols by some
140 soldiers and police to limit moonlighting in the area. A special police tax was
imposed on the Castleisland area until the worst of the trouble had ceased early in 1884

["'Discovering Kerry," p. 119]

"The difference ‘twixt moonlight and moonshine,

the people at last understand
for moonlight's the law of the league,

and moonshine is the law of the land™

NOTE: Another John Blenner Hassett (b.c1847)
m.8.6.1874 at Queenstown, New Zealand,

to Catherine “Kate" Barry (b.c1856)

which John? Could Kate & Alice be sisters?

NOTE:

Jackson family history

has been researched by
Sue Roberts (nee Jackson)
of New Zealand

v

> Ellen "Ellie” Blennerhassett >>>>>> >|>>

as selected emigrants to NSW, they
being the children of his brother
Joseph BH of Skahanagh;

John & Nora sailed from Plymouth,
England on S.S. "Gulf of Mexico"
departing 27.1.1885, arriving at
Sydney NSW 24.3.1885

Two other sisters, Ellie & Marianne
Blennerhassett, emig. to NZ;
Marianne resided at Taradale,
Meanee Co., Hawkes' Bay, NZ 1885;
John BH later joined them in NZ,
he working as a labourer at Hastings,
Hawkes Bay, NZ 1892-96;
Ellie moved from NZ to NSW bef.1888;
Marianne & her children moved from
NZ to Clear Hills, Sydney, NSW,
Australia between 1896 & 1902;
Nora Blennerhassett returned to
Co.Kerry bef.1890 and married there
/
m.11.4.1894 Ch. of Sacred Heart (RC),
Hastings, New Zealand; Alice Barry
b.c1869/72 Co. Limerick, Ireland;
Farmer's daughter;
House Servant (1894);
perhaps(?) identical with: Alice
Hassett b.c1868 d.1935 New Zealand

(alias Blenner Hassett) |
b.12.9.1864 (twin) Skahanagh; |
Bapt.13.9.1864 St.John's, |
Tralee (RC); |
emig. to New Zealand bef.1885 |
with a sister, Marianne BH; |
In 1885 her sister Marianne lived |
at Taradale, Meanee Co., Hawkes' |
Hawkes' Bay, New Zealand; |
In 1885 her brother John BH and |
another sister Nora BH emig. |
from Co.Kerry to NSW Australia |
(John later went on to NZ) |
/ [

bef.1888 Ellie moved from NZ to |
NSW, where her guardian was Mr |
H. Bayliss, PM Wagga Wagga; |
at her marriage in 1888 she was |
a servant at Clear Hills, NSW; |
Her sister Marianne & children |
moved from NZ to Clear Hills, |
Sydney, NSW, Australia between |
|

|

|

|

|

|

[

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

1896 & 1902

/
Following marriage she settled
in the small goldmining town of
Barmedman, NSW, not far from
Cootamundra; Sometime after
1904 she and her daughters
moved to Sydney; her husband
and son Alphonsus stayed on
until the outbreak of WWI, when
he sold up and moved to Sydney

/

m.5.6.1888

at Cootamundra NSW, to
Ambrose Alexander Jackson;
Farmer; a miner in 1888
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>: Margaret "Maggie" >>>>>>>>>>>2 >[>>
Blennerhassett (alias Hassett) |
b.12.9.1864 (twin) |
at Skahanagh, Tralee; |
Bapt.13.9.1864 St.John's, |

Tralee (RC), sponsors John [>>
Hassett & Mary Moriarty; |
of Caherleheen 1889; d.1950; [>>

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

[

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| / |
| A “match" was being made for |
| Maggie but she had met Tom |
| Cournane of Keele, Castlemaine, |
| and they had fallen in love l>i
| / |

| In 1889 Maggie eloped, with the |>>
| help of her sister Hannah, to |
| marry Tom Cournane; |
| The road from Castlemaine to
| Tralee crossed the mountain at
| the back of Skahanagh (the

| girls home), and when the two

| sisters were walking together to

| to Tralee, Tom appeared along the
| road and "...whisked Maggie off

| to the Church where he had fixed
| matters with the Parish Priest or

| Curate, and they were married..."
| /

| m.31.1.1889 at Tralee

|  Thomas "Tom" Cournane

| (alias Courtney)

| of Keel, Castlemaine, Co.Kerry;

| b.c1859; Farmer;

| 6 of 12 children emig. to USA

| /

| NOTE: Cournane is the Gaelic

| form of Courtney

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I
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THE MALL, TRALEE

NOTE: >>>---->

Her sister Julia
Blennerhassett lived
with Nonie & family
during the years
immediately after
leaving school, going
home to Skahanagh at
weekends

v

>: Honora "Nora" “Nonie" "Nano">>> >|>>

Blennerhassett; b.20.12.1866
Skahanagh/Caherleheen
(registered as b.26.12.66 in error);
bapt.28.12.1866 St.John, Tralee
(RC), sponsor Mary Hassett

/
a "domestic" in 1884;
of Skahanagh 1890

/
m.16.2.1890 at Tralee;
George G. Nagle b.c1857;
Publican & Shopkeeper (Grocer)
of The Mall, Tralee

/
In 1884 her uncle
John Blennerhassett (b.c1842 - S 14)
of Barmedman NSW, nominated her
(aged 19, not 17) and her brother
John BH (aged 21, not 19) as selected
immigrants to NSW, they being the
children of his brother Joseph BH
of Skahanagh & Clahane;
the brother & sister sailed to Sydney,
NSW from Plymouth, England on
S.S. "Gulf of Mexico", departing
27.1.1885, arriving 24.3.1885;
Nora BH returned to Co.Kerry
before 1890 and married there;

/
Two other sisters, Ellie & Marianne
Blennerhassett, emig. to NZ at
about the same time, Marianne
residing at Taradale, Meanee Co.,
Hawkes' Bay, NZ in 1885;
Ellie moved from NZ to NSW,
Australia before 1888;
Marianne & her children moved
from NZ to Clear Hills, Sydney,
NSW, Australia at some date
between 1896 & 1902

* Patrick Blennerhassett

b.31.11.1868 Skahanagh;
bapt.4.12.1868 St.John's, Tralee (RC);
d. young

>>
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SKAHANAGH
CLAHANE and
CAHERLEEN, TRALEE

> Thomas "Tom" Blennerhassett >>>> >|>>

(alias Hassett); Farmer; RC;
b.30.1.1870 Co.Kerry;
(but registered at Kilgobban
as b.25.3.1870); bapt.1.2.1870
St.John’s, Tralee (RC)
(1901 census indicates b.c1874,
in error); d.10.2.1939,
bur. Ballyseedy old graveyard

/
of the Home Farm at Skahanagh
& Clahane, near Tralee;
farmer; He helped his father
Joseph on the farm until 1904,
then took over the farm himself

/
In his time there were cock
fights (illegal) at the farm
on Sunday mornings and many
people would come to them

/
Tom told his daughter
Nora "Dolly" Hassett that
the Skahanagh family's closest
Blennerhassett relations were
the Gortatlea family (G 1 etc)
NOTE: There are two families of
Blennerhassetts from Gortatlea

/
"Dolly" Hassett also said that
one of her aunts used to visit
Blennerhassetts at Blennerville;
These were probably the family
of Dolly's uncle Thomas
Blennerhassett (p.S 1) who
lived at Blennerville from 1871

/

m.c1902/3

Catherine "Kate" "Katie"
Shanahan of Bawnboy, Tralee;
b.c1873 Co.Kerry;
d.6.2.1951;
bur. Ballyseedy old graveyard

/
dau. of Thomas "Tom" Shanahan
& Margaret Doyle (b.c1855)
(not the sister of John
Shanahan who married Thomas'
sister Hannah Blennerhassett)

/

/

/

/
NOTE: one of the children died
young before 1911 and five more
tragically (in quick succession)
during the great spanish flu
epidemic of 1918/19; In Ireland
this was known as "black flu";
These five were Thomas,
Margaret & three of
of John, Ellen, Mary & Arthur)

Vv
\
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THE SPA
TRALEE

her grandfather
John Blennerhassett (S 1)
said to have died in “the
colonies" (probably
Australia, New Zealand
or South Africa) bef.1899
the body shipped home
to Tralee sealed in a lead
coffin, accompanied by
medals and some money
/
The medals said to have
been kept in family home
at Skahanagh, the money
given as dowry for
Hannah at her marriage

NOTE:

Civil birth registration has
him born at Caherleheen,
a townland adjacent to
Skahanagh (Skahanagh
& Caherleheen were used
interchangeably as the
address for family home)

>: Johanna "Hannah" >>>>>>>>>>>> >[>>

>
>

Blennerhassett (alias Hassett)

/
b.1.11.1871 Tralee, Co.Kerry; RC;
(1901 census wrongly indicates
b.c1876); bapt.5.11.1871 St.John's
Tralee (RC); unm. in 1901
d.11.6.1938 Tralee

/
m.est.c1902/4 John Shanahan
farmer; of Lassanagh (Home Farm)
The Spa, Tralee; d.5.5.1963 Tralee

/
(not the brother of Catherine
Shanahan who married Hanna's
brother Thomas Blennerhassett)

Catherine “"Kathleen" “Katie"
Blennerhassett
b.7.11.1873 Skahanagh, Tralee;
bapt.10.11.1873
St.John's, Tralee (RC)

/
d.3.8.1897; unm.
bur. Ballyseedy old graveyard
rom St.John's RC, Tralee);
(headstone indicates aged 21,
in error (she was 23)

Arthur Blennerhassett
(alias B. Hassett, alias Hassett)
b.24.2.1876 at Skahanagh, Tralee
(birth registered b.4.4.1876 in error)
Baptised 26.2.1876 St.John (RC),
Tralee (sponsors Daniel Hassett
& Mary Hassett);
Draper at Dublin until 1902

/
emig. to Cape Colony (from 1910
called Cape Province) S.Africa;
sailed Southampton to Capetown
on SS "German", departing
23.8.1902 (steerage); he was at
Kimberley with his friend and future
bro.-in-law W.H.O’Connor in 1903,
when his sister Julia (S 7) went to
South Africa to visit him

/
Worked at Kinberley as a miner
but not for de Beers (W.H.O'Connor
worked for de Beers); returned home
to Ireland for a visit 1913, returning
Southampton-Capetown on Union
Castle Line SS "Walmer Castle",
departed 1.2.1913

/
served in the South African army
in Europe WWI; unm. in 1913;
a suggestion that he may have
married in London during WWI
is unverified

/
He moved to Northern Rhodesia
(now Zambia); died at Livingstone
(now Miramba) in 1934;
bur. Livingstone/Miramba cem.,
grave N0.304; a new head stone
being placed on his grave c1987
by his nephew Sean O’Connor
of Castleisland (S 12)
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[ [
CASTLEISLAND |
(& SOUTH AFRICA) | (alias Hassett);

| b.23.10.1878 Skahanagh/Caherleen, near Tralee; bapt.27.10.1878

| St.John's, Tralee (RC), sponsor Mary Hassett; of Skahanagh in

| Ratass parish, & of Clahane in Annagh parish, these being

| adjoining townlands near Farmer's Bridge, Ballyseedy,nr Tralee;

| Her birth certificate has her b.20.2.1879 in error; her birth

| record shows her born at Skahanagh, her Baptism record born at

| Caherleheen, another townland in Ratass adjacent to Skahanagh;

| Placenames Skahanagh & Caherleheen were used interchangeably

| as a address for the family home; she d.10.3.1967 Castleisland,

| Co.Kerry; bur. New Kilbannivane Cem., Castleisland

| /
During the years immediately after leaving school Julia lived with the family of her elder sister Nonie
Nagle at The Mall, Tralee, going home to Skahanagh at weekends; thus Julia was away during most of
her father's illness in 1903 but she was present when he died; /
Julia blamed her brother Tom for their father Joseph's death, saying to him that Joseph had been
neglected (cause of death given as: "Pneumonia 10 days, no medical attention”) and they had a row

This prompted her to leave home, to visit her brother Arthur Blennerhassett (S 6) who had emigrated to
South Africa one year previously (departed 23.8.1902); she sailed to Capetown on Union Castle Line
SS "Walmer Castle", departing Southampton 6.8.1903, passenger list gives her occupation as “maid";
Arthur was unable to meet the ship on arrival, so asked his friend, W.H. O'Connor of Castleisland,
to meet her at Capetown and accompany her to Kimberley; this was how she met her future husband;
Julia stayed at Kimberley, first as a Red Cross nurse, then securing a position working for William
Pickering as live-in nurse & companion to his mother, Mrs Frances Pickering (nee Lisle) at his home,
“The Lodge", Egerton Rd, Kimberley;
Julia became a friend of the family & continued living at “The Lodge" for a few weeks after Mrs
Pickering died (on 3.2.1905); when she married W.H. O'Connor it was from "The Lodge", she going to
the church in the Pickering's horse-drawn carriage; Their first child Nellie was born at Kimberley 1906;
In later years one of the Pickering family from SA visited her at the “"Kingdom House" in Castleisland
| /
William Pickering was Company Secretary and a Director of de Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd, the
diamond mining company formed 1888 by Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902) & Charles Rudd (1844-1916)
by their purchase & merging of the original “de Beers” & “Kimberley” mines (In 1889 Rhodes also
became head administrator of British South Africa Co. and in 1890 Prime Minister of Cape Colony);
William Pickering’s home “The Lodge” had been built in 1889 at what was then the outskirts of
Belgravia, for J.B.Currey, manager of the “London and South African Exploration Company”;
at that time the grounds of the house stretched from Aristotle Ave. to Du Toitspan & Egerton Roads,
to Hercules Street; a large estate, with peacocks, ostriches & game running free, croquet court, etc.
| /
Julia found life at Kimberley with a young child very hard, after the comfort of “The Lodge”.
In 1907 she returned to Kerry, initially on holiday to introduce baby Nellie to the family but staying,
living with W.H.’s family at Coolnageragh until he also returned to Kerry later that same year
| /
| /
m.2.3.1905 St.Augustine's Church, Beaconsfield, Kimberley, Cape Colony (since rebuilt)
William Hugh "W.H." O'Connor (a.k.a. "Bill Q") b.1.12.1878 (not 1879)
on family farm at Coolnageragh, Scartaglin, nr Castleisland, Co.Kerry
bapt.Castleisland 19.12.1878 (bapt. register states he was also born on 19th, in error) ;
d.1.1.1949; bur. New Kilbannivane Cem., Castleisland /
| /
| /
For 7 yrs in the 1880s W.H.'s parents lived at Castleisland, he attending Presentation Convent School;
on their returning to the farm at Coolnageragh he attended Scartaglin National School & (for 3 months)
Skerry's Academy in Cork; Quoted as saying that all his ambitions would be satisfied when he was the
possessor of a watch and a bicycle ! He studied hard to obtain a Civil Service Post, being coached for
the "Second Division" Civil Service exam at a private school run by John O'Loughlin McGuinness, in
a house owned by Jer Andy, next to Crown Hotel in Castleisland; he failed the exam, so decided to
emigrate to South Africa; W.H. was given £25 for his passage by Dan McQuinn (of Gortatlea?), who
was related to W.H. through the Russells /
| /
At the age of 20 he sailed on Union Castle Line SS "Gascon", departing 13.5.1899 Southampton to
Capetown, Cape Colony (from 1910 known as Cape Province SA), intending to work as a miner, and
was there during the Anglo-Boer war of 1899-1902; work in mines being hard to find, he joined the
"Cape Mounted Police", a semi-military police force of mobile columns, able to be dispatched quickly
where needed (Raised 1882, reformed 1904, merged into "S.African Mounted Rifles" 1913);
About one quarter of the "Cape Mounted Police” were Irish and the regiment was described as
*...a superb body of men, 1900 strong..."; During the war Kimberley was besieged by the Boers for 124
days, from 14.10.99 to 15.2.1900; "Cape Mounted Police™ were present during the siege & one
of their officers, Lieut. Philip Salkeld, was killed, but W.H. is said to have been stationed in Rhodesia,

[>: Julia Blennerhassett >>>>>>>>>>> >[>>
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away from the conflict | /

| /
After the war, work was difficult to obtain in South Africa, so W.H. returned to Kerry in 1902; Arriving
home on a wet, dreary January evening he found the wide empty main street of Castleisland depressing
and after a few months he became restless; before the end of the year had returned to Kimberley

| /
At Kimberley he had three jobs and for a time worked all three together, 20 hours a day; Firstly, for lack
of other employment, he worked for a builder, learning bricklaying & building skills;then employed by
“de Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd" as a “truck labourer” from 8.6.1903 until he resigned 13.3.1907
(re-employed 4.4.1909, resigned again 26.7.1909); With limited experience of mechanical engineering his
first task at de Beers was installing a pumping engine & equipment at one of the diamond mines,
located in what had been separate but adjoining townships Kimberley, Belgravia & Beaconsfield;
This may have been the “de Beers Mine” at Belgravia, where W.H. lived, but more probably was the
“Kimberley Mine", a man-made pit 215m deep in the centre of the town, for good reason known as the
“Big Hole” (this closed in 1914 but is still to be seen, a feature of the town);
W.H. made enough money from these activities to go into business on his own as a builder, houses
being in great demand for mine workers; In the words of his brother Michael, he acted as "...his own
architect, clerk of works, overseer & manager...", purchasing land in Belgravia & building a number of
bungalows for sale or rent to miners; starting with a single house, then building two more, then four
more, each house sold financed the building of others; /
W.H. lived at four addresses in Belgravia; first at Milner Street, then Elsmere Road, Belgrave Road and
5 Foley St., one of these last two being a larger house he built for himself, with veranda surrounding;
The homes he built were close to the junction of Belgrave Road and Foley Street; he named them
“Emerald Villas", but this name is no longer in use /

/

In 1907 Julia returned to Kerry, initially on holiday to introduce baby Nellie to the family but staying,
living with W.H.’s family at Coolnageragh; W.H. resigned from de Beers 13.3.1907 and also returned to
Kerry, to be with his family; When W.H.'s father Hugh William O'Connor died on 3.12.1905 he left half
the farm at Coolnageragh to his son Michael O'Connor, but in June 1905 Michael had joined the
Presentation Brothers as Brother Francis, so by family agreement his half of the farm was sold to W.H.;
On the half of the farm he had purchased, W.H. built a new house in which he installed his wife & dau.
then in 1909 returned to SA a third time (on Union Castle Line SS "German", departing 8.1.1909 London
to Capetown) to sell his house & property at Kimberley and settle his affairs; while doing this he once
again worked as a "truck labourer" for de Beers, from 4.4.1909 to 26.7.1909; in 1911 W.H. and Julia were
living with their children Eileen, Hugh, Maureen & Kathleen on their farm at Coolnageragh, Scartaglin;
The other half of the family farm at Coolnageragh was inherited by his brother Con;
W.H.'s half of the Coolnageragh farm was later sold to Mr.Breen, whose family still farm there

| /
W.H. purchased "The Fountain Warehouse" on Lower Main Street in Castleisland, a house & business
inc. drapery shop & "The Fountain Bar", opposite the old market house & drinking water fountain;
As a fluent Irish speaker, his business "The Fountain Warehouse" displayed his name outside in Irish;
While Julia managed that business, W.H. started milling grain, of any variety he could find, using very
primitive equipment in the shed (still standing) at the rear of the yard behind the house; the
animal feed produced found a ready market among a farming community experiencing feed shortage

On 17.9.1918 W.H. purchased the Castleisland flour mill, a derelict watermill built in 1846 by Lord
Ventry on the River Maine at Tonbwee, with the land attached to it; the mill's original function having
been to grind maize into "Indian Meal"; In 1919 he founded "W.H. O'Connor" as "millers, merchants,
drapers, outfitters & importers” in Castleisland; W.H., with James Tangney the carpenter, worked
hard to repair buildings & machinery, restarting the old water wheel; In 1926 the old mill at Tonbwee,
renamed as “"Rhyno Mills", started producing animal feed in quantity, "Rhyno Balanced Rations"
quickly gaining repute among Munster farmers as products of the highest quality; The name "Rhyno"
may have come from W.H.'s African experience, although it has been also suggested it was taken from
the old english word meaning "money"; The mill converted to electricity in 1939, the water wheel being
removed, millstream & weir filled in (such a shame...); The business became a limited company,
W.H. O'Connor Ltd, c1940; | /
The railway into Castleisland town was for many years kept open for passengers solely by the need to
bring in large quantities of raw material for Rhyno Mills; W.H. purchased the Crageens, rich grazing
land close to the mill fields already his; also a farm at Ballygree, off Powell's Road in Castleisland,
which provided a part of the grain used at the mill; In 1935 he purchased another farm at Commeen
House in Carrigaline, Co.Cork; Another branch of the business was fattening pigs for market, using
Rhyno dry rations, which took place on a large scale

| /
A republican by inclination, in 1914 W.H. O'Connor became Chairman of the "Castleisland Volunteers"
and was prominently identified with the Sinn Fein movement of that time; When Sinn Fein set up courts
to dispence their own justice in opposition to that of the British administration, W.H. became one of the
first local judges of the Republican "Castleisland Arbitration Court"; He took no part in the Civil War
that occurred after the treaty of 1922; W.H. is mentioned in "Kerry's Fighting Story 1916-1921"
(published 1947 by "The Kerryman" newspaper of Tralee) and in "Tans, Terror an Troubles: Kerry's
Real Fighting Story 1913-23" by T. Ryle Dwyer (published 2001 by Mercier Press, Cork & Dublin)

| /

| /
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| /
On 8.5.1921 two RIC officers were shot outside Castleisland RC church in Church St., as they left after
Sunday Mass, by two IRA men on motorcycles wearing trenchcoats; the shooting witnessed by Julia
O'Connor and her daughter Peggy, then aged eight years, who were in the crowd leaving the church;
One RIC man was killed, the other being saved by his wife who covered him with her body; This killing
brought “Black & Tans" from Tralee out in force and, as reprisal for the murder, four republican owned
buildings in the town were burned; One of these was “The Fountain Warehouse", W.H.'s connection
with Sinn Fein being known to the authorities & he at the time being “on the run” as a fugitive in hiding
from the British authorities, wanted for taking an active part in the conflict; at one time WH hid in a
water-filled dyke while the Black & Tans were looked for him above; Dan Russell hid in the Fountain
Warehouse, in an alcove behind hanging coats, Black & Tans searching the house but not finding him;
W.H.'s brother Michael (Rev. Bro. Francis) saw the smoking ruins of the house; two photographs of the
ruins survive (photographer unknown, but perhaps Bro. Francis); The irony of this sad episode is that
the RIC officer who died was a friend of Julia O'Connor, yet her house was one of those burnt as
reprisal for his murder; He left a widow & two young boys, the widow leaving Castleisland and initially
placing her sons at the boys' school run by Brother Francis at the Presentation Brothers in Cork,
although when their identity became widely known within that school they were moved elsewhere

| /
Following the burning of their home in Castleisland the family lived 7 years at Artane House, a large
old country house with conservatory & orchard, within its own estate off Puckstown Rd (now Collins
Avenue) at Donnycarney, Dublin; Julia ran a retail drapery shop, selling fashion ware & millinery,
at 101 & 101A Talbot St. Dublin (single width property down, double width up), with four employees,
inc. Miss Finn & Miss Maher; the accountant was T.C. O'Mahony of Castleisland, who lived with them
at Artane while studying accountancy; W.H. returned to Castleisland, living in spartan conditions at
the old mill house, in a single room over the office, until 1927; During this period his daughters Nellie,
Maureen & Peggy each in turn lived there with him as housekeeper, while also attending school

| /
Julia O'Connor sought, through courts, compensation for the burning of their house, "The Fountain
Warehouse"; Compensation was paid by British authorities and a new house built on the same site,
a 3 storey 12 bedroom building with drapery and grocery businesses beneath, also a small lounge bar
preserving the old name "The Fountain Bar"; Re-building was completed in 1927, W.H. naming his
new home the "The 'Kingdom' House", named for the “Kingdom of Kerry";
Julia managed the retail business at their new home & was a director of W.H.O'Connor Ltd

/

Artane House was sold, house later demolished & land developed as the Dublin suburb of "Artane";
The 'dogleg’ drive to the house remains as a series of footpaths, the lodge (gatehouse) still standing
in 2004, in a 1/3 acre plot at the end of the drive (on Collins Ave. at Belton Park Rd), but was for sale &
perhaps demolished(?); The site of Artane House itself is off EIm Mount Road, at the playing field

| /
The "Kingdom House" was a large home of great character; among its features was the “"Crow's Nest",
a roofed platform above the house, open at the sides, providing wonderful views of Castleisland town
and surrounding countryside; also a flat roof area for leisure and a billiard room, with full size snooker
table that rotated on its axis to provide a dining table for special occasions; At the rear were barns, a
greenhouse with grapevine & tomatoes lovingly tended by Julia, and a large yard always crowded with
chickens, geese & turkeys; Sold out of the family 1984 "The 'Kingdom' House" is now a bed &
breakfast hotel, sadly much changed, with shops & yet another "The Fountain Bar" installed beneath;
Julia's grapevine flourishes in the garden of her g.son Michael O'Donovan at Castle Connell, Limerick,
the snooker table gracing the home of her g.son Liam O'Connor at Killarney

/

It is recognised in the town that W.H. O'Connor did much for Castleisland, including obtaining
a library for the town from the "Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching”
(founded in the USA 1905) |

Much of this material on the life of W.H. O'Connor is freely borrowed from a 1957

typescript biography, written by his younger brother Michael O'Connor (Brother Francis)
I

Information on the Pickering family is from notes supplied by Vida Allen,

historian of the McGregor Museum at Kimberley, Cape Province, South Africa.

A business & personal history of W.H. O'Connor may also be found at the Rhyno Mills website,
created 1999 by his grandson Shaun O'Connor Rhyno Mills Castleisland website



http://www.rhyno.ie/
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NEW ZEALAND &
NSW, AUSTRALIA (alias Blenner Hassett,
alias Hassett); farmer
/
b.c1845 (not c1842 as on
his death record in NZ)
bapt.11.5.1845
St.John (RC) Tralee;
“of Clahane" 1845
/
Emigrated to NZ ¢1856/7 with elder brother Arthur BH;
Both went on to W.Wyalong, NSW, Australia c1879/80;
of Barmedman, NSW 1884-93 & back at W.Wyalong 1895
/
€1896 soon after Arthur BH died, John & Margaret with
their children moved to Cunningham (Lakes Entrance),
Victoria, where he purchased a farm at Bunga Creek and
also "selected" land when the government opened up
bush blocks for sale; these selections were cheap and
the takers were given three years to clear the land & make
it productive before being obliged to pay rates;
NOTE: the farm was on Bunga Creek, which flows into
Lake Bunga several miles away;
John paid money up front so may have had a farm to sell
at Barmedman; his sister Mary O'Neill (S 15) also moved
to Lakes Entrance, at that time a part of Orbost Shire;
NOTE: Orbost town is 40 miles from Lakes Entrance
| /
John Blennerhassett was a Councillor on Orbost Shire
Council; "Hassetts Road", close to "O'Neill's Road" in a
newly developed part of L.Entrance, is named for him;
a framed photograph titled "Orbost Shire Council,
Councillors and Officers, March 1907" was sold in 1991
at a Melbourne auction room, the purchaser being the
Orbost Shire Council; the photo showing "John Hassett"
was illustrated in [Orbost **Snowy Mail™* 6.2.1991]
| /
d.27.11.1915 aged 73 yrs at Bairnsdale, Victoria;
bur.29.11.1915 Lakes Entrance Cem., Gippsland, Victoria
| /
m.5.11.1883 Temora, NSW; Margaret Marshall;
b.c1856 Murrumburra/Wyalong, NSW (dau. of William
Marshall & Kitty Fanning); moved to Victoria c1897;
of East Melbourne 1915-23; d.20.4.1923 132 Albert Street,
E.Melbourne; bur.20.4.1923 Coburg Cem., W. Ferguson
/

SPONSORED EMIGRANTS:

In 1884 this John Blennerhassett (b.c1842) nominated his
nephew John Blennerhassett (aged 21 years; b.4.2.1863)
(S 3) & niece Nora Blennerhassett (b.20.12.1866) (S 5) as
emigrants to Australia, they being the children of his
brother Joseph Blennerhassett of Skahanagh & Clahane;
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>: John Blennerhassett >>>>> >|>> Mary "May" Blennerhassett >>>>>: >|>>

b.7.7.1884 Barmedman, NSW;
moved to Victoria with parents
€1896; d. Melbourne, Victoria
/

m.2.9.1908 St.Mary's Church,
St.Kilda East, Melbourne;
Michael Joseph Keating; b.1872
Maroona, Victoria; d.1979 Melb.

Margaret "Madge" B'hassett;
b.1886 Barmedman, NSW;
moved to Victoria with parents
¢1896; of Melbourne; d.c1965
/
m.1st bef.1923 <???> Mansour
(or Munser); m.2nd Charles Birch
/
Madge Birch told how she & the
other children went to school by
by boat across the lake, carrying
a gun for protection; the boat
being rowed by an aboriginal boy

Arthur Thomas Blennerhassett
(alias Blenner-Hassett);
b.29.11.1887 Fairfield Farm,
Barmedman, NSW; labourer;
moved to Victoria with parents
¢1896; unm.

/

d.26.9.1917 K.L.A. (AIF WWI France;

2nd Australian Remount Unit);
Driver (N0.1737) 10th Brigade,
Australian Field Artillery, 1915-17;

Killed in action at Ypres (now leper);

bur. Menin Road South Military
Cemetery (plot Il row G grave 5);
/

The Menin Road ran south-east
from Ypres to a front line that
varied but a few kilometers

during greater part of the war;

He is commemorated on a
memorial plaque on the

Avenue of Honour, a row of six s
tatues at Lakes Entrance , but his
name given "R. B. Hassett" in error
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The brother & sister sailed from Plymouth, England on
S.S. "Gulf of Mexico" departing 27.1.1885, arriving at
Sydney, NSW 24.3.1885 |

I
His niece Nora Blennerhassett returned to Co.Kerry
sometime before 1890 and married there; his nephew John
Blennerhassett later moved on to New Zealand

Two other sisters, Ellie & Marianne Blennerhassett,
emigrated to N.Zealand at about the same time, Marianne
living at Taradale, Meanee Co., Hawkes' Bay, N.Zealand
in 1885; Ellie moved from NZ to NSW, Australia bef. 1888
Marianne & her children moved from NZ to Clear Hills,
Sydney, NSW, Australia between 1896 & 1902

>: Jane Elizabeth Blennerhassett >>>> >[>>

>

>

>: Ellen "Nell" Blennerhassett >>>>>> >[>>

>

(alias Blenner Hassett);
b.2.7.1889 Barmedman, NSW;

moved to Victoria with parents c1896;
d.1947 Fitzroy, Melbourne, Victoria

/
m.1914 Victoria;
Alfred "Alf* John Froud;

b.22.2.1889 Swan Reach, Victoria;

d.1941 Pascoe Vale, Victoria

John Joseph Blennerhassett >>>>>> >[>>

(alias John B. Hassett);
b.6.1.1891 Barmedman, NSW;
of 35 Cooper's Road, Birrong,
NSW 1955; moved to Victoria
parents 1896, later moved
back to NSW; d.1942 at
Coledale Hospital, Uralla, NSW
/
m.2.4.1913 Concord, NSW;
Bertha Taylor;
b.1891 South Yarra, Victoria;
d.16.6.1964 Regent Park, NSW

Daniel "Dan" Blennerhassett
b.30.9.1893 Barmedman, NSW;
moved to Victoria with parents
€1896;

d.23.5.1903 aged 9 years,
drowned at Lake Bunga,

(near Lakes Entrance), Victoria

b.3.11.1895 W.Wyalong, NSW
moved to Victoria with parents

c1896, later back to Sydney NSW;

d.29.8.1955
/
m. <???> Hall

Thomas "Tom" Blennerhassett

(alias Blenner-Hassett, alias Hassett)

b.c1897/9 Cunningham

(near Lakes Entrance), Victoria;
moved to Sydney, NSW;
d.25.5.1963 "aged 64 yrs"

>>

>>

>>

>>
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|
NEW ZEALAND &

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

(alias Hassett)

/
bapt.11.5.1849 Tralee
Co.Kerry (St.John RC); of
Skahanagh & Clahane, Tralee;
housekeeper; had no sisters

/

Mary followed her 1st husband Edward O'Neill to New
Zealand c1874, leaving her daughter Mariah at home
in Tralee with her sister-in-law Mariah (O'Neill)
Bennett (sister of Edward & Arthur O'Neill) so she did
not see Mariah grow up /
/
Mary later went with her 2nd husband Arthur James
O'Neill to Victoria, Australia (via Tasmania) c1889/90;
When too old to live at Lakes Entrance, Mary went to
live with her dau. Liz Read at Trafalgar, Victoria (S 19);
d.26.4.1929 Trafalgar; bur.28.4.1929 Lakes Entrance
/
Her father John BH was still living when she m.1870
/
/
/
/
m.1st 7.12.1870
St.John's RC, Tralee;
Edward O'Neill (Neill)
Farmer; of Ballymalis, Kilbonane, Killarney, Co.Kerry;

b.c1847/9 Ballymalis (C.of 1.); emig. to New Zealand c1874;

d.26.8.1875 Camside, Kaiapoli, New Zealand;

bur.29.8.1875 Rangiori Cem., Rangiora, Christchurch, NZ;

Son of James O'Neill of Ballymalis, farmer, and Jane Giles
/

- -

~ o — e e~ — —

/

m.2nd 15.5.1877 New Zealand

(m. record not yet found)
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Arthur James O'Neill >>> >[>>

of Ballymalis, Kilbonane, nr Killarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland;
Labourer; b.c1840/2 Ballymalis (C.o 1.); brother of her
1st husband, Edward O'Neill; /
emigrated to New Zealand bef.1864, where he built roads;
Mary, Arthur & their children went to Victoria (via Tasmania)
€1889/90; in 1891-93 they managed Staffordshire Arms Hotel,
23 Blackwood St. (corner of Oxford St.), Haymarket,
North Melbourne (since demolished)

/
they mowved to Lakes Entrance, Victoria (where Mary's brother
John Blennerhassett farmed at Cunningham, Lakes Entrance,
from 1896) with her children & Arthur's son Bill by his 1st m.;
Arthur was a road contractor; he and his sons building the
first road cutting down into L.E. (from Bairnsdale);
his specifications in a notebook, and the contract, are owned
by Marion Russell (S 18) /

/

/

|>: Mary Blennerhassett >>>>> >|>> Mary "Mariah" O'Neill >>>>>>>>> >[>>

of Skahanagh & Clahane, Tralee;
b.13.12.1873 Tralee;
When her mother went to NZ
€1874 she remained in Tralee with
with her Aunt Mariah Bennett;
d.19.11.1894 Co.Kerry
(died in childbirth)

/
m.est.c1893
Patrick “Pat" Joseph O'Regan;
Baker, of Rock Street, Tralee;
d.c1930;
He raced greyhounds, and when
courting Mariah would walk with
his dogs to visit her at the
Blennerhassett farm, Skahanagh

James "Jimmy" Edward O'Neill >>> >|>>
of lakes Entrance, Victoria;
farmer;
b.20.3.1875 at Wood End, NZ
/
his father died when Jimmy was
an infant, aged less than one year,
he being raised by his uncle
Arthur James O'Neill &
his 2nd wife Mary Blennerhassett;
called "Jimmy" when young to
distinguish him from
Arthur James O'Neill's son
James Edward O'Neill (b.27.5.1868)
/
moved to Victoria, Australia;
d.21.4.1917 Orbost, Victoria;
bur. Cunningham Cemetery
(now Lakes Entrance), Victoria
/
p. Violet Ostler (?);
sister of Elsie Edith Ostler & (Ellen)
Florence "Florrie" Ida Ostler (S 19)

Margaret "Maggie" O'Neill >>>>>>! >[>>
of Euroa, Victoria |
& Longwood, Victoria; |
b.2.7.1877 Ashburton, |
Christchurch, New Zealand |
(one source has her |
b.2.8.1877 in error) |
/ |
d.7.5.1966; |
bur. Longwood Cemetery |
/ |
m.26.4.1900 at 422 Queen Street, |
Melbourne, Victoria; |
Mallad "Mal" Berry; Farmer; |
b.7.12.1874 Stawell, Victoria; |
d.21.1.1964 |
bur. Longwood Cemetery |
|

|
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Arthur James O'Neill's
1st marriage

/
Arthur is said to have returned to Ireland on two occasions,
once to claim his inheritance (only to find that he had been
left out of his father's will) this trip presumably between
€1867-70; /
He went to Queensland from NSW alone ¢1909 (S 16),
his wife Mary staying at Trafalgar with her daughter Liz;
/
Arthur had a third family (S 16) at Groviley, QLD;
he d.31.12.1917 at Groviley & was bur.2.1.1918 Toowong Cem.

(RC), Brisbane, QLD; /
This cemetery has since been removed, the site built on
/

Arthur's daughter Lu (O'Neill) Joiner (S 17) told her daughter
Marion Russell (S 18) that Arthur died at sea off the coast of
Queensland while returning from his second trip to Ireland,
but that is refuted by his death record showing he died 1917 at
Groviley; also unlikely to have travelled by sea during WWI
/
This was Arthur James O'Neill's 2nd marriage;
he m.1st 8.10.1864 in NZ to (Catherine) Mary Smythe
(not Smith) of Ireland who d.bef.1877 in New Zealand;
Arthur & Mary had four ch. born in NZ, three of whom
went with Arthur & his 2nd wife Mary (nee BH) O'Neill
to Melbourne, Victoria via Tasmania c1889/90

The children by Arthur James' first marriage are:
Mary Jane O'Neill b.14.8.1866 NZ; d. Melbourne, Vict.
Blinded in an accident; she did not move from Melbourne
to Lakes Entrance, Victoria with her father & William
but lived at the Blind Institute in Melbourne, where

they made baskets, brooms etc;

She m.24.3.1911 Alexander “Alex" Munro (no issue) and
following her m. lived in small house close to the institute;
James Edward O'Neill; b.27.5.1868 New Zealand
stayed in NZ, where he was a Horse trainer;

d.21.4.1917 NZ, of a kick in the head from a horse;

m. Ciss <???>; issue 2 children,

adopted (by their solicitor) after both their parents' died;
Arthur O'Neill b.28.8.1870 New Zealand

of Sydney, NSW, Australia;

m.20.8.1902 Hobart, Tasmania; Rose Love

(m. record not found); they had a dau.:

Nancy O'Neill who m.1st <???> Jantzen; d.

and m.2nd <???> Bray and had a son <???> Bray;
William "Bill"* Francis O'Neill; b.31.12.1872 N.Zealand
of Lakes Entrance 1903-12; later of Melbourne, Victoria,
where he worked on the wharves;

d.27.12.1947 Lakes Entrance, bur. Lakes Entrance
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NOTE: The O'Neill sons originally obtained land selections in the Lakes Entrance area;
these selections were cheap and they were given three years to clear the land and make
it productive before they were obliged to pay rates (local taxes)

Arthur James O'Neill's
3rd marriage

Arthur James O'Neill c1909 went alone to Queensland;
there he started a 3rd family with "Mary Ann Hassett",
(Arthur's g.dau. Pearl Eva Berry believed she was a
Blennerhassett and related, but no evidence found...);
Mary Ann Hassett's three children (below) are registered
as Hassett, the two girls with no father's name given,

the son with his father shown as Arthur James O'Neill;
at Arthur James O'Neill's death in 1917 the informant
Mary Hassett is recorded as "no relation";

At his death 1918 they lived at Samford Rd, Groviley, QLD.
It is not known if she had any Blennerhassett connection

The children by Arthur James' third marriage are:
Annie Hassett; b.23.10.1909 Queensland;

d.20.12.1909 Queensland (no father registered);

Mary Hassett; b.23.10.1911 QLD (no father registered);
Alexander Hassett (or O'Neill ?) b.26.11.1914 Queensland;
his father registered as Arthur James O'Neill
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>: John Joseph "Jack-Joh" O'Neill
b.21.9.1879 Winchmore, NZ
(birth record not found);
moved to Victoria c1890
/
d.15/19.12.1896 unm.; aged 17yrs
(drowned in Mitchell River
at Coongulmerang,
near Bairnsdale, Victoria)
bur. Lakes Entrance Cemetery
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[>: Louisa "Lu" O'Neill >>>>>>>>>>>: >[>>

of Orbost, Victoria
/
b.18.9.1881 Littleton, Christchurch
New Zealand; the family birthday
book has her b. 20.9.1881; her
birth registered as 22.9.1881(?) &
others believe she was b.18.9.1884
/
d.18.6.1964; bur. Orbost;
(Her mother's death certificate
in error shows Louisa d. by 1929)
/
She had a box in which she
collected a treasure trove of
family letters, photos, cards
and newspaper cuttings;
including a letter of 3.8.1955
from cousin John Blennerhassett
/
She often visited the Giles
family at Bairnsdale and
she said they were her cousins,
that connection is through the
O'Neills, not Blennerhassetts
/
NOTE: This was the Giles family
from Castlemaine in Co.Kerry
who settled at "Lakeview"
in Meerlieu, Gippsland
(...on the back road between
Bairnsdale and Stratford...")
see pp.G2,G5,G11
/

m.6.12.1906 Bairnsdale (RC);
Charles “Charlie" William Joiner
b.1.1.1883 New Zealand;
d.18.5.1962; bur. Orbost
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NOTE: >>>--->
Brothers Tom & Ned
O'Neill donated land
for the first Catholic
Church to be built at
Lakes Entrance;
This Church burnt
down & was rebuilt
at a different site
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Thomas "Tom" O'Neill >>>>>>>>> >|>>
of Lakes Entrance, Victoria, |
Australia in 1929 |
/ |
b.20.5.1884 at Hawkes Bay |
(Pehane), New Zealand; |
d.21.2.1968 Lakes Entrance, Victori |
bur. Lakes Entrance Cemetery |
/ |
he purchased the Bunga Creek |
farm of John Blennerhassett (S 14) |
/
also purchased the farm of his bro.
Ned O'Neill when Ned died in 1949;

when he sold the farm he kept four
acres and built himself a house on it
/
m.1915 Elsie Edith Ostler
b.21.1.1895 Tabberaba, Victoria;
d.15.6.1976 Bairnsdale, Victoria;
bur. Lakes Entrance Cemetery;
sister of (Ellen) Florence “Florrie™
Ida Ostler & Violet Ostler

>>

Edward “Ned" Patrick O'Neill
b.25.3.1888 Poverty Bay, NZ;
farmer, of Lakes Entrance, Victoria;
following his death, his farm was
purchased by his bro. Tom O'Neill
/
d.17.9.1949 Lakes Entrance (no issue)
/
m.1917
(Ellen) Florence "Florrie" Ida Ostler;
sister of Elsie Edith Ostler
& Violet Ostler

Elizabeth "Liz" Ann O'Neill >>>>>> >[>>
of Trafalgar, Victoria, Australia |
/ |
b.17.4.1891 at the "Staffordshire |
Arms Hotel", 23 Blackwood St. |
(corner of Oxford St.), Haymarket, |
N. Melbourne (since demolished) |
NOTE: |
Elizabeth Read's date book has |
her b.18.5.1892, but this cannot |
be correct as the birth was |
registered before then.... |
(perhaps this is the baptism date) |
/
d.22.1.1956 Trafalgar, Victoria;
bur. Trafalgar Cemetery
/
m.1913
(Walter) Ernest "Ern" Read
of Orbost, Victoria;
b.24.9.1887 Orbost;
of the Read family of farmers
at Maffra, Victoria;
d.19.10.1973 Trafalgar, Victoria;
bur. Trafalgar Cemetery
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