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Monvhull Colony

PREFACE

Wirh the inrpnding denrise of Monyhull Hospital. i! was suggested I rrire a bnef arncle on ILs hisbry, irs
purpose. and the major events dunng its near nine decades as a sheltered communiry for clienls with
leaming disabilities. I have gi"en lt rhe dlte as'Monyhull Colony , as rhe MonyhutL communrry was

onginally established as thus- [ write also. as a Eibure !o irs Iaudable objeclives, some misunderslood, some
perhaps misconceived. ond Ftnally. as M epitaph

INTRODUCTION

Monyhull had rhe starus of a manorl Its owners ,/ere affluent and rnfluential over the cenuries They
conEolled the loll BAte of rhe Alcester{Road dnd held extensive wharves on tie adjoining Stratford C.raal.l
Monyhull Hatl, t]€ resdence wirh its Vicbrian occupanrs, saw the development of Birmrngham as a major
€iry aid rhe indusEial hean land of the Brilish Empire. Her ownerc reiresented the enrcpreneurial class
who benefited from l}le toil and sweat that forged the industrial revolution The consequenr urban upheaval
of mass indusEialisation was to exacerbate fie problems of the improvident. ond the feeble minded

The ciry fathers were to foresee Monyhull as a sanctuary and a proleclion for the vulnerable men.a/
dy'e..iye. as people widr leaming disabiliry were rhen known Ir was "sufrcientry far rcmoved so that no
ofence $as caused n the more 'sensidre citi:ear".r The Poor Law Guardiars of Birmingham. Aslon aid
Kings Nonon had pre-empled wha! was recommended in the 1913 aJ|d 1927 Menlal Deficiency Acts.l The
Menbl Dehciency Commirlee, which the Guardians were empowered !o folm by the above Act,
established Monyhull as a Colooy fbr the feebleminded and epileptics.The Colony became a yardsticlc,

which other Menql Deficiency Commiuees tlrrough our the counu-y tied to emulare-

The Lord Mayor of Birminghan. Alderman H.J.Sayer, J P ,,rho was Chairman of the Joint Mental
Deficiency Committee, opened the Colony in 1908. ln the 25th Anrriversary commemoration bullecin of its
opening in 1933 it suled -, " It is o sowce of great happiness, for those responsible for fie Colony, to lototv

thal ri7ht dorvn ro the prcse , he,([e HJSayer abole) has been able to keep in touch wirh the workfor
whkh he was largel! rcsponsible in placing on a footing Dhich has been copied elsewhere in Britain, and
which i well known abrcad ro s.udents of this pe icular work."
By 1998 rhis rarefied insutution is to be closed. Its clienLs are !o be resedled in rhe wider community

under a compeddve Focess laid down by dre Dept. of Health and Social Securiry This enrails rhe Focess
of conEacLs, purchasers and provirlers copied from ihe American health system. Many migh! hav6 prefened

to remain in small homes in a multi purpose communiry in the grounds of Monyhull. with sinin8 t€nrnts
righ6 for rhe handicapped in perpetuity, if there had been that choicers

EARLY ETHOS

The provisions for the menul defective was seen as more custodial and preventive rarh€r than egalitadan.

Sociery ,ras less tolerint of those who did no[ conform and exacted a price. ThouSh it mlrst be accepted tha!
therc were charitable altuistic motives. Then, as well as now, well intentioned people sougit !o proteci ard
rehabilirate |hose, who b€cause of thei disabiliry, werc prey to exploitarion and dep.ivatio.r.
A no! dissimilar approach applied ro young miscreanLs, who were sent to be Eained in irdustial and

reformarory schools. The prevailing philosophy was Iha! people could be Eained and educaFd in body and

Inind. Chaiacter formation and conforming to society werc ds rtgorr in all iostitutiofls including de holrre.

The rights of the individual were subordinated to drc summum bonum, i. e. I the gestest good (of society)

Individualism and egalitarianism were seen as idealisric rather than pragmaric.They werc regarded as

impmctical and detrimental ro tbe sta$s quo. The rith6 of women and chiklren werc secondary. This was

a patriarchal ard hierarchical society, with no apologies. Individual expression was in ils infalcy.Sexud atd



ind inlellectual freedom tbr the masses was curbed due ro lhe conremporary moral md social cLimarc This
was sEengthened by rhe imagmed or real fear rhac sexual freedom, synonymous widl sexual promiscuiry
would undermine $e mores, health and slabiliry oisocrery

Those who devlarcd were seen as a threat ro lhe vinues of convenLionaL fairh. as well as order in society.
They we€ sent !o insriturions for therr moral and and socrery's wellbeing. Women and children ]vere
classified as pardcularly vulqerable. and therefore ar s'ealer moral risk. The punishmenr incuned by many
single lvomen conceiving childrcn outsrde ,/edlock. was rejecrion and banishmenr by respecrable'Sociery It
was thoughr t-tren tha! lhe majoriry of mental defective persons were prone to deviancy and easily exploired.
Also, as many were not capable of autonomy, or selfdiscipline. rheir cusrodial proEclion and rehabiliradon
was regarded as imperative.

Today, the welfarc stare has endeavoured to meel the needs of thos€ with leamin-s disabihry tiom a chanSed
perspecrive widr the emphasis on hu4an individuality and freedom. This, however, is not as simple as it
appears. as thal implies responsibilities and paradoxically, constainls too.

Sir Fnnc$ Galron
One has !o view the cofltemporary social problems that the feebleminded posed in rhe conrext of t]re
existing knowledge ard social mores- The Poor Law Cuardiais anld'sehsirire citi.ens were alarmed b€caus€
ofwha!$ey perceived as the"climinol rcndencies, heir d nkenness ond prolijic breeding" a T\e local
Vicroridn polymath. proneer in sradstical research, Sir Flancls Galton, highlighled the problem rn his paper
on eugenicr, echomg rhe rhe Malthusian theory of over popularion There was talk of'fear of nationol
depnetucJ, of the menace of the feebleninded and of the submeryed terrr" Prof. Richard HermsEin 20

mosr recently, has resrmected a more balanced view in his research findings. where he shows concem
iunoot many, aboui the high sitnificant correlation between those with Iow intelligence quotients and
those residing in places of legal delendon. snd and its impon for sociery. ConEary, however to the latter
view, ll was stated that the fears. as exprcssed by Ga]ton; and those fiat led !o the l9l3 Act, had liede
subsEnce in facl4 lt was seen rhar there was litde justilicarion for such a cusrcdial derenrion policy.

The Poor Law
The Poor Laws and rhe \tr/orkiouses were instiruted as national policy during the Elizabethal period.
Vagrancy aad poverry had become rampan!, due in no sms.ll part ro the dissolution of rhe much maligrcd
instilunons. lhe monasteries a[ rhe behe$ of Henry VIII. He diverted much of their vast resources ro lmance
hjs auocraEic dynasty. The mona-steries were a haven and succoff for the improvideot section of sociely.
The harsh Fovisions of t}le Poor Laws became progressively more acure duriDg dle l9rh cenury Due b
indusFialisation- lhe inadequac!, of the Poor Law provision imposed itseu disproponionarely on the the
mental defective. Asylums, places of refuge were hrst opened to relieve rhe acule pligh! of the menral
defective in the mid 19th cennrry, namely Earlswood Common, Redhill, 1E55.

The Midlands Coundes Asylum, Knowle, the tusr of irs type in the Midlands was opened in 1870.5 It was
laler known as Middlefield ard has had close assocratrons wirh Monyhu.ll over the decades, wiri whom i!
shares rhe presenr, Chaplain, Rev. Dr. B. Easter. Colonies for rhe feeble minded (as tle mental defecrive
were lar€r knoEn) a.Dd epilepticr, a new advanced concepr in the care ard therapy of mental defecrives
followed, and were built on a national scale during Lhe early part of dre 20th c€nuy

It was fien thought by many that the conditions lhal made people lo be feeble minded or epileptic cou.ld

also be cortagious- Feeble mindedness was thought of in terms of a diseas€. Ether thar a statistical
probabilify. There was a noted higher risk of infectious disease arnong the poor, and imFovidenl
Therefore, i! was rcasoned thar they needed protection for rhemselves, and more importadr, society necded
prot€ction. Shafie and embarrassment abou! disases of aII kinds were prevalen! ar dris cime. People
ferred mentat illness, aIId menral handicap were uniformLy inherited. They were sornerimes put away in

Fotectron for the wrorl8 reasons- The Arislocaacy were not immune ftom such
2
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rpprehension. At lhe eilrly pan of dis century rhe Bowes-Lyon sisters. cousins of tle Queen had learning
difficuhies They were were admircd ro the Asylum ar Errlswood ft was lhen occepEd policy Fo! mos!
iamilies. lls fiey were nor then inured to cop€ wirl severe leaming disabilitv. There \ras no! rhen the

suscepdviry olrhe handicapped s ngh! rc lead as average a life as possible where darwas feasible.

The nursing ond care in Asylums h3d been previously carried our by able bodied paup€rs in lhe eKisting
workiouses. A rerum of l88l found lhar onty 37o of mental defecrives were receiving Ilealmenr in rhe new
asylums which were purpose buiLt for lhem The si$arion had improved. thanks to legislarion b 1902. A
survey in Wmcestershire and Wiltshire showed ftom a nurslng cfie perspeccive that 34 sane paupers assisted
64 paid auendanls in the care of tl24 imbecrles and epiiepdcs4 The majority oa aflendants had relevan!
nurse Eainiog These were the inauspicious beginnings of professional care for the mental defective.

Categororisarion
Alann about drc social problems and vqlnerability ol rhe conlinued presence in the community of rhe Dany
defecd"es led !o the Mental Deficiency Act. t9t3 Acr. This formuLatld differen! levets of leamrag
disability known rhen as nen,al defect)eness They were nov !o be categonsed as id,ors, imbeclla and rhe

feeble minded. The idior was the most severe grade of those who were classified under lhis nomenclauue
Th$ caEgorisation was !o acqure nororiety in a shon rime for ils pejorarive oveftones. Cetegrorisation in
the fieid of tearning disabiliry was !o become conEoversial It was oflen abused as a labelling device with
disadvaniageous consequences for the person dtus classified- The feeble minded were to be lat€r
categorised as subnormal. \\tirh mild. moderare .lnd severe Fades, sulistical nomenclaluJes. under the
Mental HeaLth Acq 1959. This again assumed pejomrive overrones. Today, lhe term used for people with
learning drsabitiry is p€ople with lparr;ng dfficul\, or by some. as people wirh a mental handicap. This
laBer lerm can be misleading, as it can cause confrrsion with the classificadon of people who are mentally
ill. The characteristics of thosc who have leaming disability is rhat the underlying aetiology can no! be
reversed. dough its effects can be amelioraled. unlike many who are menrally ill, where rhe condidon Inay
be t€mporary or spasmodic, and not necessarily pelmanent-

Nomalisarion
Those wirh leaming disability, were to suffer ftom labelling sysems which highlighred the negarive rarher
than posrtive aspecE of their abilities. A reacoon !o negatrve labelling systems and rhe insli$rioMlisaEion
of those with a leaming disabilry was later to lead to rrr'har may be regarded as 

^'progrcssiye 
movemenl wir\

sintularly uniform views called normalisaion Over insutucionalisa[on was a problem as rhe nurse was

train€d !o cairy out orders, whrch were carried ddwn &e line in an often ritua.listic fashion. This had adversc
consequences on imaginadon and iniLiative, essential characEristics in meerin-q rhe thempeutic rceds 

^sopposed to loiinctiondi needs of clients wilh leaming difriculties- Hierarchy, it is said. had lide place h a

theraputic community.a Of course there is an elemen! of hierarchical practlce m a Ll human orgamsations. It
was the manner in how the hierarchical pracrice was carried ou! that was under scruriny-

Normalisaion:J is a sociological concepi ahar became common in the 70's tt emphasised values and

needs, which all people share wirh each other. regardless of disabiliry h encoumged the inreSndon of
clienis wrth disabilities in to lhe wider community. This was to have an enlightening effect on lhe atdtude on

the general public- 1t5 message was funher strengthened by the mass media. and increasrng client contact
widr Lhe community ouLside.

To reum to conremporaneous policy, as rcsult ofdle l9l3 Act. rhe policy towards the mental
defeclive changed ftom ineffective laissez- laire supervision to supervised custodial detendon. The

mould of the attitude of comemporary Colony staff reflect€d this custodial policy 4 Later sociologisis were

to slAte rha! paradoxically, rhe handicapped were morc 'handicopped by Wople's aRitudes, and some of the

insrirudons ir,/hich they lived, as much as the perceived handicap.



In EARLY HISTORY

Monyhull was tisted in rhe Domesday Book as Monyhul Hall and was owned b]' a retiSious order, probabty

the Cistercrans.! There arc sdll traces of the moat which surrounded the Ha.ll in thosa days.l presumably fo!
dcfensive purposes. Also rhere are cemnanrs of rhe pond which ,,vas imponanr for supplying fish for the

manor house. This pond.wi6 iis own rowing boat. was used for leisure purposes by the sraft ald clieots of
Monyhuu. up !o the t96G when i! was evenurally filled in.6

In the tal subsidy roll of 1275 here was menlioned a Richard De Monyhull The term 'huI" is middlc
EnSlish. meaning hi[.] The site of de prEsen( Hall is on a hill with 6ne open vicws to the South *hich
includes ihe relalivety rccen! suburbs of the Maypole, and Druids tGarh, This was rural counEy, side Fior
to rhc chaiaclcrlcss municipal devclopmen! wi6 it high rise blocks post 1960, surely fic nadir of
archi(eclural and civil devclopmeni. Monyhull Hall is in t}le parish of Kings Nonon. which was a chapelry

of Bromsgrovc in rhe pas!? h was 0an of the County of Worcester alodg virh Kings Norton until l9ll
wh€n it became pan of the Ciry of Bkrningham.

At the dme of the dissolulion of rhe monasteries in the l6th cenury, Monyhull belonged ro to lha College of
Wcsrbury, a mon sdc foundalion near Bnstol. The manor house of Monyhull nas b{il! itr the l6th c€nn.ry

and possibly rhcrc was an older building before dla! time as in lhe rcign of HeIlIy I t I, (l3lh cenrury) lher!
was a "Ketel de Monyhull" who was lisled as a lenant in Kings Noron.E The prcsent mass closue of
hospirds has an analogy in some respecLs to the [6th cen$ry dissolulion of the monasteries. Monyhull
Hospilal is pl.nned for closure and evenn al demolidon as stated. [rs exparsive acreage u'ill bc sold to
dcvclopers subjacr to planning permission.

Thc maln HaIl which is krown colloquially as tbe 'Mite House', is a Crade l l lis@d bu dint wEs buih in
lSBl and nor 1750 as statcd in Lock's l{istory of Old KinF Nonon. The description of an es.licr tNritrdiry is
mcntioned in rhc 1825 advenisemenr of the public aucrion of MonyhuU Hall ard its esEre.9 Thc 1750 housc

i,rs buih by John Pountncy whos€ fBmily have a nemorial in Kints Norton church. It was morc modest in
sFcificadon thar the prcscnt building, built for Mr. E. Millward, lhe gun manufacorrcr in 1864.

In 1543 Henry Vl ll gavc !o Stu Ralph Sadlier " rhe nanor of Monihills" and some of the manor lands wen!
toaThomasGrevis.rThcrhanorwasthensoldrcdleSparyfamilywhosefir$olarc!wasWilismSpatry,
8lsndfarher of Fraricis Sparryll. scholar. ard assistsnr lo Sir Walter Rategh in his quesr for Eldomdo. They
were Romar Catholics.. They werE Foscribea, and vinur.lly under housa arres! as they wer! rcgarded as

rccusanrs due !o fieir assumed political b€liefs. [n 1610. aftlr considaiable debts. this family tclinquish€d
the manor rc william Child, with whose iamily i! remained uniil the mid l8th cenlury. It eventually parsed

to John Pountney and his heirs. They sold ir to rhc tvlillward family in 1864.8 h was eventually taasferrcd
[.ith t2E acrcs for dle sum tl3jm in 1905 ro thc Joim Poor Law Commicre and Guadians of the poo fot
Birmirgham, Aslon and Kings Nonon.l

MONYHUIL COIOM

ln l90l at tha West Midtand Poor Law conferencc, Ivtr. R. J Curtis, cletk !o the Poor Law Join Commitle€
(la@r Sir Janes Curtis, K.B.E.) delivered a paper r€commending the "r.enoval of mentolly defective Pe$otls
Itom the workhouxe wherc the! could not recaive suitable reonne^t ond vehere the! were a sourxe of
incon|enience and olten donger to other inmaQs". The firs! section of six Homes for 216 patienrs wrs
complered a! Monyhull HaI in 1908, A further extension was added in 1913 and wa.' opened by the Homc

Scctclary. RL Hon. R- McKenna. M.P The childEn's s€ctio! was rct finished. ard was taken oYer by tha

W.r OFrce, as a mililary hospital until 1919.

Iv

for feeblemirded and
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Deficiency Ac! Later rhere were cdded rwo adjacenr i'arms Kingswood and Bells t-arm The lalter is.being
resrored as an architecllllal hisroric moar hous€ wirh Sa-\on and Tudor origins. I! won rhe Sunday Times
.esloradon cward in 1989. This was largely financed by granb ftom dle the Ciry councrl. h had close
linls with the manor of Monyhull and ils recusanr owners in the l61h and lTth cenruries. It was repured ro
have l secret sraircase and runnel rvhich werc useful during rha! penod of religious persecurion. arld ihe
paranoia rismg our of rhe misconceived Cunpowder Plor. The would be perp€Earors were ftom local
midland gentry stock who were recusanrs Draconian m€asures were pass€d ro rhe economic deEihenr of
Cr doli c fec usanr fanilies, of w hich lhe S parry s above were no exceprion The Ferers of Baddesley Clidon
were srm arly affected. BeUs Farm was dre resrdence of the bailiff of tJle manor of Kings Nonon, John
Field,in 1706.8 lt was !o resume a similar occupancy by beinc the iesidence of rhe t-arm hailiff of Mony hull
Colony in 1909

By 1925. ihe tobl land acreage of Morlyhull Colony wa-s 320 acres. Of this 270 were acres were farm ard
vegeiable gad€ns The remairder was occupied by buildings, omamentll gadens and playing fields.
Electriciry inslallalion was a lalet ,ddrtion in 1I5 modemizaiion alier lhe First World War l0

St Francis School
In 1913 rhe chrldren s secrion. laEr !o be known as SL Frarcis school, was burL h was opened as a
special residential school in 1920r0 A chapel was op€nded in 1917 to caer for rhe Colony, whose paEon
sainr was SL Francis - In deference io culural modemiry, fte school's name was changed to Lindswonh,
after a local farm. now long srnce forgotren [n addition to the usual subjects. dte curriculum included
physical Eaining. music and gardening.

Colony Life
On the aduh side there was emphasis on Eades and occupations including agriculrure. Tlerc were
organised games, dancing, sporu , cinema. walks and shopping expeditions There were spcial leave
faci-lities, ar rie behest of the m€dicat staff, in keeping wirh the "/he Committee's legal and moral
obliga ons' It was srated fta! dere were"nany dangerous and trcublesome patients !0 The pacienB had
the rigir to address aheir grievances rc the Committee. "Discipline was harch and the diet rras not
calculated to lead to owneeigh., although sufricient nor to lead to undenaeight."E The scarciry of food
during World War I was of erea! health concem !o the first Matron of l}le colony, Miss Mary J Carse-9

Miss Carse redred alter 14 years of service wirh a tlowing tribute , The occation oJ ,-our reircmed cB

Matron. .......the Commitee rccall the fad thai you were elected as he f.rst marron of the CoIoaJ in
Novenber 1907 and assisrcd rc establish the Colon! and begin rhe pioneer work oJ specialising in the
neame^. and ,rain;ng of the nentall! deJicient. The subsequenr extensions ro the Colony, theirfurnishings
and equipment, rhe settin| up of varioLt training departmenE and the opening of lhe Residenial School
have emphasiied the possession of adninisnarite qualkies o! a high order which lou have unsparingly
Biven during a period of leorc rcndeted morc difFtcult b! .he stress of a grca. war.........'.
The Colony relied on the falm for vegetable. meat and diary produce though ir was nor enrirely adequate.
The 35 gallons of milk produced daily in l92l s,as not sufricienr for its needs and was supplemenred by

condensed milk.g Modem farming methods would not have necessitaEd such supplemenls rhanls, to exu-a
milk yields that a larSe farm of this size would obtain today It had ils own bakery run largely by the
iftnares. Ooahing and shoes w€re were made by the Colony's own cra.fLsmenl who included osiers9 who
made baskels ftom the osier willow grown on rhe Colony's adjacenr marsh land.

In 1927, a s€cond Mental Deficiency Ac! laid upon the Mental Deficiency Comrnittees rhe duty of
foviding training for those who wer€ otherwis€ considered ineducable. The two main principles of rhe

Mental Deficiency Act were thn! "the comfort, convenience, and well being of the genetul communit)
requirc that lhose defectires v,/ho ofend, in any wa!, against the communiry, or arc ,hem selves ill teoted or
neglected or in an! other danger, be removedfrom omongst the generul public, or placed in orher tuitable
.drr" One of rhe main aims was to rehabilitare suirable patients to live us€tuI producrive lives. Durilg



the period of Eaining and care. Lhe padenr was encouraged rc make a confiburion lowards rhe cost oi their
mainlenance- 'The defec6,e is equall,t regarded wnh an:- othe. cla$ ol alflicte.l persons oI desenin| af
procical swpathy. The heb gn'en b! the placing oJ orders Jor surplus Soods that be supplied by
the potiems is gratefulL\ acknou,ledged. There remain howeyer, manv v,,a1s invhich undersnndin| help,
nol charn\'. can be g.^'en in rhis wa'v ]a

Medical Supewision
In 1922 Monyhull had ir f[st Medical Superinrendent. Dr. Ber. Jordan wirh experience in psychological
medicine. h was to become an instirurion for Meflril Research. established joindy by the Ciry and
Universiry of Birmmghan.lo Female paLienls were ro late. join, and were tirsdy, housed m large hosr€ls
ou6ide. namely lhe Haunch. The Lauels ard TrosEey fie still extant as the Psychology Deparmenr, Sourh
Birminghan Mental Health Trus( Many female parienrs were under Colony suprvision as rhey wete
regarded as. being at noral risk.. It lvould be regarded ss paEonlsing by some mdsy- It shoy,/ed concem fot
rhe welfare of clienb lvho would olherwise have been abus€d by rheir circumsrances Such supervision
may have been regarded as an un;arranted inEusion in rhe life of people who could no!. confo.m ro a

convenlional lifestyle. However, the social jssues involved made lhei temporary admrssion necessa.ry in
most insunces The concems now are thar maJly people, urh leaming disabitiry and men6l iilness, of borh
sexes, end up in inadequate insdtudons. ofEnja s, which aggavare thet difficuhies These concems have
no! been senously addressed following rec€n( l€gislarion It by defauL or negligence undermines much of
the proneer work carried our pr€viously under $e Eadirional eihos

fie medical superintendent used !o b€ rhe sole adminisEaro.. judge and arbirer of all decisions affeccing rhe
teeble ninded. The social srructure in mosa menul defe$ive hospitats was acurely hierarchical. At lhe top
was ihe nedical superinrendenr To quole J O' Hara. a Monyhull male nuse of rhe I96O's, "There was
built rcund hin a fence of sanciry and he occupied a demeanour of hajesry that he was well nigh
unaPProachable 4

Pioneering approrch
Nevenheless, Monyhull was fortunare in having medical superinrcndenLs virh broad perspecrives, some of
whom were pioneers in rhe therapy and educadon of adulLs widt learning disabitiry, namely lhe
distinguished medical directors and psychiaEiss, Drs. C.J. Earl, and R.J. Slanley, respecrively, atong witb
the noled educaqonalist/psychologist. Dr H C. Cunsberg. They gave Monyhull a nadonal reputarion in rhe
education. occupa[on and rhempy of the mendly handicapped.ll Dr E3rl dugnosed rhe difriculry
appenarning to the educaEon and care of tbc handrcapped , "11 is a biter parador hat oll concemed
educationalists, psychologists, sociologists. psychianists fnd k easier to deol vih comple:a inrclligenl
patient rhan 'ith sinple subnomals t2 was a perspicacious commen! rn his book on the subnormal

Persontljry.

Educauon
One of the great difficulties inhercnt in hospitals for rhe mentally handicapped was rhe inbuilt rigid
hierarchy emanating from lhe medical direcror and allied medical nursing sEucrur€, as srated by J.O' I{ara in
his percepuve essay 4 As fd back as 1929 tle Wood Commiftee had tlEown down ihe gauntlet. " Ire
mental deJic[enc! [nsitution should not be a stagnant pool but a flov)ing lake, i shoutd be equipped with a
school trorkthops, plaling trelds .. ." i.e clostr.r ro a a boarding school thafl a hospiral.4 The nulse should tte

s€€n more as a teacher or a houseparent. Discipline is necessary in any well run community tr should be
@mpered by a caring imaginative ethos, not by impersonal hierarchies which did sdfle measured sensirivity,
neces$ry in a communiry run for lhe benefir of handicapped clienLs.

The negative custodial relationshlp , ofEn through no fault of the nurse. was ro change. very slowly, to a
new mulli-faceled, multiiisciplined approach based on a socio-ealucational model. Monyhull was
foremost in many areas not least tte imponanc€ of the educational role in learning disability, with irs



implied leming deficr!. which is the r.riron d'etrc of tlje educarion and rehabiliration facrlitres which
were built It was the irst menBi deficiency hospital to appotn! an educalionalist of gnoua€ slarus undel
the auspices of the al,am-gatde Dr H-C Gunsb€rg.l9 He was ro achieve inEmadondi recognirion in the

field of rehabitirarion, education and assessmenr.ll Emphasis was now pllced on the role of coniinuing
education whrch sp ro fien had been neglecEd.

The implementarion of the new approach lras the building of new educadon. raining and therapy
workshops. which were the EJs! of lheir krnd in dre counc_y 131"." *us a revoiving door policy wirh an
accenl on the new approach. $ith a view to evenruai discharge, where pracdcal. ft had already eslablished
Lhe precedence of 

'J]diyidu?.1. 
care in the communit:v- T'l,e Colony's hostels. menrioned. were used for dis

purpose from rhe late l92O ' onwards. The n€ces$ry of muniLion factory workers during tJre Second World
WaJ expediled th€ discharge of able clients, who remained ouside as indep€ndenr citizens l:

MON'IHUII HOSPITM,

vt

ln l9l0 the Colony was tsansfe.red to the City Counc ad in 1931 ro rhe MenEl Deficiency Acr
CommiEee. thus ending 23 years of work under the Poor Law Acts. Monyhull was Eansfefied !o the
Nacional Hea.lth Service in 1948 and was joined as a Croup Hosprul wirh Middlefield. Knowle. [t celsed
officially as Monyhull Colony This was to eyentually see rhe teminalion of the large acreage and farming
acliviry whrch many regarded as a retrograde step. h removed one possibiliry of meaningful occuparion.
Access !o occupation. preferably paid. is impofian! for most people and lhose wid leamlng disability are

The numb€r of clients of both sexes residen! in Monyhull reached a maximum of over 1000 by the
beginning of 1960 which was beyond tie capacity of the original plai. However wirh rle exodus which had
begun after rhis peal of admission, rhe number of clients was reduced to 399 by 1985 and is now doslr !o
135 residents approximat€ty. The mosr able have b€en discharged. The remaining clients are rhe mosr severc
in telms of disability.They require the most intensive suppon b€ it care or rhenpy. These will, by

tovernmenr policy, be provided for by a comperirive Focess when the hospilal closes

COMMUNITY CARE

The hospi@l doors bega, to op€n widely in rle 1960's aad whar was a trickle soon became a deluge.The
community ouFide was i[ equipped to deal wirh the irflux The progressive cu! backs in narional and loca.l
funding has made contn unit! care' for many a'glib phrase' raher than a v iable drerapeudc policy ro quote a
recent p.ominent local politician. Communiry carc is a conEovercial concept. tn 1975 rhe White Paper on
m€nu.l healdr caLled iL "a carch phrare', and recogmsed the Foblems of rhe wider community nor being
able !o meet the neeals of individuals $.irh s€vere menral impairmenl The community care policy insrigated
in 196l was introduced wfth our prior research and wilh our special funding and"lrni o any ottempt to

Jind out \lhot the community was prcporcd Io accepr."t4 Mar\y clients suffer deprivarion in rhe comhunily
due lhe haste in which they werc discharged, repealirg the cycle of deprivalion, and in some instrnces,
exploitalion. from which they they had been prorected while residenr ar Monyhull

Constsaints
An orhe. dilemma is that ftrinifI,al|nleftercd .rpdce', and a lack of a commumir ethos is consEaining dle
ability of those, wilh s€vere mental imparrment, to adjust or b€ accepted in a ldisrer y'aire society.lS A
movemenl in favour of the positive aspecrs of sheltered communities for some, is now come to the forc
with an emphasis on a €clecric apFoacb. Charides such as Rercdle, wilh rhe blessing of Lord Renton ex

Fesidenr of Mencap gives cr€dence to this al@madve view.lt Polirical correcmess o( uniform rhiflking, in
all matters affecting mental welfare does nor have wide scale parental appnoval-t5 Much rcccnt
legislarion with intention to improve the rights of the handicapped, has Lonicrlly nor achieved its



purpose ot ensuring dequare treatment tbr those wiLh leamrng difficullies. [t has made fiosa with severe
impairmenr. conform to a panjcular sociolodcal view of sociery which rn many cases cases. ill suits their
ncads. Luws. widrour proper financial suppon. for tic vulncrable seclion. to which thcy apply, may pay
only Lip servicc to their real needs.la Wide choice. lnd diversiry of provision with proper fundirg, should
t!€ an aim in meerint lhe individual needs ofclient within tie continuum ofleaming difficulty.

Generic Service
From rhe 1960's onwards. Social Services. slowly, if somewhat fifully, became the approved agdrcy fo8
providing a service for clients with leaming disabiliry. The necds of clienrs dernnded an independcnt clieft
lcad service. vrhich is not consrrained by the philosophy of any monopoly provider. Health and Social
scrrriccs. as Fovid€rs, may have other major priorities within their own specific structurs. A bdning
disabitir_v service is uniqucly eEncric. Il dcmands an indcpcndent inter- disciplinary approach. This would
hclp Ptevanr such a service being relegaled to an under funded. cinderella sedice. with hislory repcating
itsctf. lt should be idcally an indepen+ni f[rndcd, multi{isciplinary body drawing on the expcrtise of alt
services wirh parental. advocata, and consumc! input. The role of Voluntary and. Priyate dgenci.t, Lt
rccommendad by govemment policy, will not necessadly resolve lhe difficulry. It could hindcr
imprcvemenG, due to Lack of a professiomal care elhic, inadequale resources, and the the dep€ndency on

PIofit as opposed toregulated dependabilry and national theEp€utic standards of care.

Due to fate of hisrory, asylums for rhe feeble minded adopted a medical model rather than a gcncric one, On
dc Condnen! the approach was more muhi{isciplinary, Frticutarly in insrirudons which emphacised thc
role of education in leamrng disabiliry.lT Dr. I. Freedma-n, recenr Chaiman of the Mcdica.l Sta.fr
Commidee, ar Monyhull. encolraged the muhi{isciplinary concepr both in rheory and Facrice.

Rqaanlcmetr!
Thc purpose built villa type ac.odnnodation. for which Motryhull was renowned, w.s a Srrat ad"attcc at tlle
timc. h was howerer oversubscribed wirh up b 70 clieo6 per villa The villa.s v,erE designad for tcss tba!
hdf d. numbcrs who lived ia dEm- This minimis.d the corrfon aspecr they were originaly d€siFcd to
fulfil. Such villae type accorDmodation became overcros'ded and imp€rsonrl. This was duc morl to udlt
futding rader rhan any intenrion to causc dapclsona.lisatiod per se. Hence rhe rced ro res€tde clicnt5 in
small homcly living unils b€came a prioriry undc! rhc rlscldemenr process

Parcnls ,nd Relarives
Thc parcnts, relatives and others foughr lo rcbiri thc tha grounds and amenities of Monyhu.ll for the usa of
rhc clicnts, A shail pan of of Monyhutl grounds, aftrr lhc villes are demolished. were rccomrnended by
Social Sewices, to be used for small domesdc homes widr 4-5 clienrs to each homes. Thc villa lypc
accommodalion will be laid to rest and rcplaced with smsll personal units ou6ide. ft is hopad that thc
posilivr aspacE of Monyhull with ils caring a$bicncc will nor be entirely tosl. The lontevity of cliai s in
dlc hospiBl sFaks for itself.rE l! is hoped that thc clicor s community of friends *'ill conrinue ro bc virblc
in nodilied and improved facilities oulgide. The outside conmunit-r, howev(f, will not .xis fa'r the
rbja'riryla who have grown !o know eacb other. Their ne€d for noo haardous, fMililr,
therapeutic. open sEroundings is necessary. humanc and civiljsed. and is essential for &e mocr vulnerablc.lE

€lourc
The fatr of the purpose built day and rcq€.tionsl amctliries is stil in doubl hoFtully to bc Fpla€.d by
adaquaE recrcational and occupational facilitics outsida. Thc YerI 1997, which is dle plaincd ycrr fo! fird
clorurc. Evolution ralher tban the undue hasE may afiect the futue provision for tlie handicappcd. It
suggasur rhc Eicntion of the positive aspects of comrnunities for pople with leaming difficultics. Thcre,
at their best. cdn be on par with tbe best of wha! an eclectic rnd cfiing society will willhgly dcccpt fan

i!! most imFovidenr. Any communiry o! insdrudon, small or bi8, which has inadequaE cat! or dergrc
funding will rcFcat rhe same mistakes. This is particula y so in the complex and dapcndant alea of



teaming disabiliry. Only by consranr vigilance. and criLical re appraisal ofold and new poticies of cerc.
can one hope ro avoid the ignominies of the past. The crux of the prcsanr difficuliies. is rha! in rhe quesr
for rapid chatrge. i.e lhe forced impr€men*Lion of communiry carc . before rhe end of this millennium. .J,e
government may be motivaEd by financial reasons. rather than the genuine anainrnenls of the clients
opumun rnEresB..

Seprcnber 1995. - Leslie E. Blernerltassetti.
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lBo.n in Dublin. Read Psychology and Ph osophy ar Triniry couege, Dubrin end complered posr Gmduar!
Educadon S$dies at Shensrone College, Bromsglove. Ex ChaLrnan, Harbome Hislory Group, CommiElc
member of the Harbome Sociery. Educarion Officer at Monyhull since 1916.l
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